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Guernica, Pablo Picasso, 1937

Artists have used black and white to document natural disasters, disturbing events and social injustices using photography, printmaking, painting, and many other art mediums.  This is also known as a grisaille, a painting using shades of gray (http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/g/grisaille.html).  Using black and white instead of color tones down the emotionality of the event and reminds us of early television, black and white photos or drawings.

Assignment #2:  Current Event Grisaille

Overview:

Your assignment is to make a montage image, using scenes from current events.  This is similar to a collage, but involves using photographs as your source imagery.   Working from your montage, you will create an original image on another sheet of paper (Bristol board), breaking up this image by the use of a grid structure.  Within each section of the grid, you will use a different drawing material and/or technique.

Objectives:  

· -gain familiarity with drawing materials, techniques and approaches.

· -understand how to effectively create values, such as contrast, shading and lighting

· -use visual balance, positive and negative spaces to create a successful composition

· -develop your own ideas/theme by juxtaposing multiple images.  Work from photographic sources

STEPS:

1. Create a montage, using printouts, magazines or newspapers of a scene or event using at least 3 and as many as 5 photographic sources. Make several copies of your images (scan and print) you may like to experiment with the scale of your images by enlarging or in some cases shrinking the size of the original image.
2. Bring in at least 2 copies of this, plus the original montage.

3. Make several (2-3) sketches/plans of how you will incorporate a grid into the image (using the copies)

4. Transfer this image onto an 11" x 14" (or larger) sheet of Bristol board or all-media board, which has your grid structure.

5. Using black and white drawing materials, draw your montage, using a different drawing material in each section of the grid

Montage:

A single pictorial composition made by juxtaposing or overlapping many pictures or designs.

(from Artlex.com:  http://www.artlex.com/ArtLex/Mol.html)

Using images from current news media, such as the internet, newspapers, and news publications, create a juxtaposed image.  Make sure this is your original image the you have transformed by using only parts of any well-known or copyrighted images.  You must have at least 5 sources for your images.  You can put your image together in several ways.  Traditional collage:  paste black and white images onto a base sheet.  Try using color images, but photocopy or scan them to make a black and white print.  Or, use photoshop or other digital tools to create a cut and paste collage of scanned images (no in-class instruction will be given on this, since we do not have computers in the classroom.)  This base image should be the same proportion as your larger sheet, and be no smaller than 5" x 8".  Bring in 2 copies of this that you can sketch directly on.

Experiment with black and white drawing media:  (sorry, no acrylic painting!)

· Drawing media:  charcoal, pen, pencils, ink, pastel, chalk, conte crayon, watercolor, gouache

· Marks:  hatching, cross-hatching, stippling, wash, shading/tones, scribbles

In your sketchbook, you will create several value scales, and do some mark-making exercises.  From these experiments/exercises, you will decide on which drawing materials and types of marks to include in your final piece.  At least 8 different variations of marks and drawing media.  If you use wet-media like ink or watercolor, you may want to use all-media board instead of Bristol, since it is heavier.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Setup a 1 inch by one inch grid across your Bristol board
Examples of B &W Images:
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